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One way that we can support equity is by beginning our meeting by acknowledging our history of colonization and 
oppression and that our organization has had a role in. 

We acknowledge that these systems of oppression are still in play and that historical events as well as current events cause 
impact and trauma felt today.  It’s important to remember that wherever we are in Maine we are on the home of Native 

Peoples, who have stewarded these lands through generations and many of whom were forcibly removed from their lands. 
Maine is the home of the Wabanaki, currently made up Maliseet, Mi’Kmaqc, Passamaquoddy, Abanaki and Penobscot. One 

action we can take in our own lives to counter erasure of indigenous narratives is to learn about the history (past and 
present) of native people in our own communities.  

Historically, white communities have often been centered in the environmental education and conservation sector and the 
contributions of Black, Indigenous and people of color are often excluded from this narrative.  Black, Indigenous, and people 

of color (BIPOC) have vibrant, rich histories and cultures that contribute to our field. We all have responsibility to continue 
working to change the systems that continue to allow injustice and inequity to exist.  

Thank you for joining us in this work here today. 
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MEEA’s Land Acknowledgement/Recognition of Injustice
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Advances in Outdoor Learning in Maine 2020

● Outdoor Learning in Maine Schools has Expanded Rapidly in 2020 

● The Network of Educators Teaching Outdoors has Grown 

● Coronavirus Response Funds Paired With Community Resources Has 
Been Very Impactful

● This is an Opportunity to Reimagine Education-- Because of our 
Collective Work Maine is a National Leader in this Movement
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Video by Teach ME Outside 
Teach ME Outside builds on 

the collaborative work of 
many different organizations 
and individuals over the past 
decade and is led today by a 

partnership between the 
Maine Mathematics and 
Science Alliance, Maine 

Environmental Education 
Association, and Nature 

Based Education Consortium. 
This project is made possible 
with support from the Pisces 
Foundation and the Elmina B. 

Sewall Foundation.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dv3v5nMzGEY


UMaine 4-H Learning Centers Across the state, in a “normal” year, the UMaine 
4-H Learning Centers at Blueberry Cove, Bryant 
Pond, Greenland Point and Tanglewood work with 
over 9,000 youth in hands-on, learning through 
academic year programming and summer camps. 
This year, the team pivoted programming in 
response to community needs. Collaboration was 
key.

Through existing relationships fostered over many 
years, 4-H Learning Center staff had connections in 
place to support learning at home via virtual spring 
and summer programming for school teachers and 
families.

In late summer, staff began working closely with 
local school administrators in support of their 
COVID response plans. To date we are serving 
schools in the districts of MSAD 17, RSU 13, RSU 71, 
MSAD 28, and St. George.
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Captain Albert Stevens School + UMaine 4-H Learning Center at Tanglewood

COVID Response Programming
● Expanding the capacity of the school space while taking 

learning outside
● Grades 2-4 (3 classes per grade with about 14 students 

per class) attended weekly programs at Tanglewood  for 
September and October with days designed with 
hour-long education blocks facilitated by Tanglewood staff 
and the classroom teacher  

● Students connected learning with the outdoor 
environment, bridging traditional classroom time with the 
natural world, lessons followed sequences that built  on 
skills gained through observation of their world 

Tech Wizards Programming
● Weekly STEM programming for 5th graders, funded by 

OJJDP and 4-H
● With a focus on language arts where it meets natural 

history, this program takes place 100% outdoors (at the 
school)  or virtually and supports teachers and students 
meeting academic learning goals in a hands-on way 7



8



St. George School + UMaine 4-H Center at Blueberry Cove
Middle Level Program Collaboration

● All middle schoolers from St. George will have the opportunity to spend a school 

day at Blueberry Cove on a rotating basis, for the entire school year. Students will 

engage in outdoor, field-based science with support from UMaine professionals, 

and the 4-H Center will provide the technology necessary for those students to 

participate in educational opportunities that will connect them with expert 

educators, including UMaine faculty in various disciplines. 

● Students will also complete assignments from their middle-level teachers with the 

support of staff from Blueberry Cove and St. George School.  

● The program provides space, staffing, and programming that allows us to spread 
out students and follow social distancing guidelines and requirements. The 
health/safety requirements and protocols that apply to students and staff while in 
the school building and on school grounds will apply when they are at Blueberry 
Cove.

Community Support
● Before care program to support families due to changes to bus schedules; after 

school programming free for all families; and, childcare on teacher in-service days
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Challenges & Solutions 
in Outdoor Learning

#1 Please share challenges you have 
seen with outdoor learning.

#2  When prompted, please share 
solutions, successes or inspiring 
responses to challenges with outdoor 
learning.

We will record these and share!
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On a new tab or your phone: 
Go to link in the chat or go to 
menti.com/ and enter the 
number shown on the next 
screen.



Rethinking Remote Education 
Venture (RREV): Designing and 

Piloting Innovative Remote Learning 
Models

Innovative Pilots – Outdoor Education



Grant overview
• Educational Stabilization 

Funds through US Department 
of Education's Rethink K-12 
Education Models grant 
program

• 39 states applied, 11 received 
awards, 5 under Priority Area 3

• Maine received $16.9M 

• Increase capacity for 
innovation – courses and 
workshops

• Create innovative models for 
remote learning pilot designs - 
courses

• District pilots – up to 
$250,000/pilot; $10 million for 
40 pilots over three years

• EngInE platform



Timeline
January 2021 – January 2023: Courses available (ongoing)
Spring 2021: Application to pilot a model available
June 2021: First round of awards made to pilot districts
January 2022: Second round of awards made to pilot districts 
(application available fall 2021)
June 2022: Third round of awards made to pilot districts 
(application available spring 2022)



Focus areas for Innovations
• Outdoor Education (!!)
• Multiple & Flexible Pathways
• Extended Learning Opportunities
• Online Learning



Outdoor Education
• DOE investing in pilots that use outdoor education 

in innovative ways as a way of strengthening 
learning opportunities (during the pandemic and 
beyond)

• Professional Learning related to outdoor education 
(included in SAU budgets for pilot funding)

• Outdoor education resources



     For more information:
Visit:

https://www.maine.gov/doe/rrev

Contact:
Page Nichols

page.nichols@maine.gov

https://www.maine.gov/doe/rrev
mailto:page.nichols@maine.gov


Kingfield Elementary School: History of Outdoor & 
Place-Based Learning

● Ski & Skate Program
● 2014-2018 Growing Gardeners - After School 

program
● 2018-2019 Transitioned to Growing Gardeners - In 

school for PreK-4
● 2019-2020 Green Team - Develop partnerships, 

grants, compost; forest kindergarten
● 2020-2021

○ Launched our compost program
○ Building a pavilion
○ Professional Learning - Juniper Hill
○ Create 3 outdoor classrooms

17



Kingfield Elementary School: Garden
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Kingfield Elementary School: Forest School
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Kingfield Elementary School: Classroom on the Hill
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Kingfield Elementary School: Why we think it is working

● Staff support
● Community support
● Teacher leadership
● Partnerships (MMSA, 4H, Foster 

Tech Center)
● Funding

○ Local grants (CV Innovation 
Grant)

○ Business donations
○ Biosophical Institute
○ MEEA grant
○ COVID - CRF and CARES Act
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Kingfield Elementary School: What positives can we see?

● Culture and climate of staff collaboration
● Parent comments on facebook posts
● Students asking for time outside
● Social and emotional benefits for students and teachers
● Health benefits
● New teachers asking to use the outside classrooms
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Contact Information
Johanna jprince@msad58.org 
Selina sgwarren@msad58.org 

mailto:jprince@msad58.org
mailto:sgwarren@msad58.org


Kingfield Elementary School: What is next?
● Curriculum

○ Building integrated units
○ Connecting to Wabanaki history and place
○ Teaching with nature, not just in nature
○ Continue to build connections to natural history of place
○ Build connections to historical and modern traditions of fishing, 

logging, hunting
○ Across grade levels PreK-8
○ Build connections to current place-based professions of 

foresters, sustainable agriculture, eco-tourism, local crafts
● Continue to get outside and learn in winter
● Continue to celebrate and tell our story
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Contact Information
Johanna jprince@msad58.org 
Selina sgwarren@msad58.org 

mailto:jprince@msad58.org
mailto:sgwarren@msad58.org


Outdoor 
Learning

Resources
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NBEC Outdoor Learning in Schools Web Portal

Download the Outdoor Learning Quick Reference Guide and access 
planning resources, trainings, funding information, and more at 

www.nbeconsortium.com/outdoor-learning-schools



Sharing School Outdoor Learning Stories 

Introducing a school outdoor learning 
story series, a collaboration between 
Inside-Outside, the Nature Based 
Education Consortium and University of 
Maine at Farmington.

If you have a story to share about 
outdoor learning happening in your 
school or district, contact Patti Bailie - 
patti.bailie@maine.edu 
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Events calendar on the homepage
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Thank you for 
joining us!

Please fill out our exit survey, 
linked in the chat


